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SUBA: RESOLUTION OE THE SAHARA CONELICT 

REF: STATE 178745 

1. WITH NEW MAURITANIAN REGIME IN PROCESS OF SETTING ITS POLICY 
EOR SAHARA CONELICT, 

IT IS DIEEICULT EOR US TO SAY WITH CERTTINTY HOW MAURITANIA WILL 
REACT TOWARDS AMENDMENT OE ARMS ACCORD TO PERMIT USE OE U.S.- SUPPLIED 

WEAPONS OUTSIDE 

MOROCCO'S I960 BORDERS. MAURITANIAN LEADERS HAVE GIVEN US CLEAR 
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SIGNALS THAT THEY WANT TO END THE WAR, NEW LEADERSHIP ALSO SEEMS 
PREPAREDTO MAKE CONCESSIONS, NOTABLE ON DIRECT NEGOTIATIONS WITH 
POLISARIO, THAT PREVIOUS REGIME WOULD NOT HAVE ACCEPTED. HOWEVER, 

MARITANIANS ARE STILL GROPING EOR A FORMULA UNDER WHICH 
PROCESS COULD START. 

2. CRUCIAL TO MAURITANIAN THINKING WILL BE MOROCCAN ATTITUDE. AS WE 
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HAVE REPORTED, MOROCCAN EMISSARIES HAVE BEEN IN NOUAKCHOTT ALMOST 
CONSTANTLY SINCE COUP, AND MAURITANIAN EOREIGN MINISTER LAGHDAF 
RETURNED HERE FROM RABAT JULY 15 AFTER PRESENTING MESSAGE ERPOM 
PRESIDENT MOUSTAPHA TO KING HASSAN. MAURITANIANS CLEARLY LEAR THAT 
AN OVERLY DOVISH MAURITAMAN ATTITUDE WILL PRODUCE A VIOLENT MOROCCAN 
REACTION, INVOLVING, PERHAPS, A THREAT TO NEW REGIME. WITH POLITICAL 
SITUATION HERE IN ELUX, AND WITH LARGE 

MOROCCAN MILITARY PRESENCE WITHIN COUNTRY, SUCH A THREAT WOULD 
NOT BE IDLE. KING HASSAN'S REEERENCE TO QUOTE RETURN TO REWEON 
UNQUOTE IN HIS PARIS MATCH INTERVIEW MAY BE CAUSE FOR ENCOURAGE- 
MENT EO THIS REGIME. NONETHELESS, WE SUSPECT THAT MAURITANIYAN 
LEADERS ARE PROCEEDING WITH GREAT CAUTION IN MAKING THEIR VIEWS 
KNOWN TO THE MOROCCANS. 

3. UNDER THESE CIRCUMSTANCES, OUR GUESS IS THAT MAURITANIANS 
WOULD PREEER THAT A DECISION ONUSE OE AMERIAN ARMS IN SAHARA 
NOT BE MADE AT THIS TIME RPT AT THIS TIME. ALTHOUGH THEY WOULD 
DOUBTLESS BE PLEASED AT NEW EVIDENCE OF U.S. SUPPORT FOR MAURI- 
TANIAN-MOROCCAN CAUSE IN CONELICT, THIS SATISFACTION WOULD, IN 
OUR VIEW, BE MORE THAN OEESET BY THREE CONCERNS: 

A. THAT OUR SUPPORT WOULD CAUSE THE MOROCCAN ATTITUDE TOWARDS 
THE WAR TO HARDEN. SUCH A STIEFENING COULD INCREASE 
MOROCCAN HOSTILITY TO MAURITANIAN EFEORTS TO PUSH FOR A 
QUICK, PEACEFUL RESULUTION OF THE CONELICT. 

B. THAT MOROCCO'S INCLINATION TO WIDEN ITS OWN WAR EEFORT, PERHAPS TO 
INCLUDE A HIGHER LEVEL OE MILITARY ACTIVITY 
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WITHIN MAURITANIA, WOULD GROW. NATIONAL INDUSTRIAL AND MINING 
COMPANY DIRECTOR GENERAL ANN INELUENTIAL REGIME FIGURE 
ISMAEL OULD AMAR TOLD ME ELATLY THAT THTI REGIME WOULD NOT 
WELCOME EURTHER MOROCCAN INTERVENTION IN THE MAURITANIAN PART 
OP THE WAR. 

C. ABOVE ALL, THAT A DICISION TO AMEND THE AGREEMENT 

MIGHT CAUSE THE POLISARIO TO RENOUNCE ITS CEASEPIRE AND RESUME 
ATTACKS ON THE ZOUEPITE-NOUADHIBOU RAIL LINE. AMAR EMPHASIZED 
TO ME THAT UNINTERRUPTED OPERATIONOP THE IRON ORE TRAIN WAS 
CRUCIAL TO THE EPPORT TO EXTRICATE MAURITANIA PROM THE STATE 
PINANCIAL COLLAPSE IN WHICH IT PINDS ITSELF. EXPORT 
PIGURES POR JUNE WERE DISASTROUS, AMAR SAID, AND THIS SITUATION 
MUST BE REVERSED AT ANY PRICE. 

4. IN SUM, WE BELIEVE THE NEW MAURITANIAN LEADERS WANT PEACE 
AND IS TRYING TO PERSUADE THE MOROCCANS TO LET THEM MAKE IT. 

THEY HAVE ASKED US TO USE OUR INPLUENCE TO PUSH THE MOROCCANS TO SEEK 
A PEACEPUL SOLUTION, AND WE DOUBT THAT THIS REGIME WOULD SEE 
PERMISSION FOR OUR ARMS TO BE USED IN THE SAHARA AS SERVING THAT 
OBJECTIVE. 

5. THE POREGOING ASSESSMENT IS MADE IN A VERY PLUID SITUA- 
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TION. WE WILL REPORT DEVELOPMENTSAS THEY OCCUR. KRYZA 
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